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Pat Boone pays tribute to 'The Electric Man' - George Otis Sr.
He also reveals of the prayer time they had with Ronald Reagan

By Dan Wooding
Founder of ASSIST Ministries 

     
  Pat Boone speaking at the George Otis Sr., Memorial Service  
Van Nuys, California (ANS) -- HE ALSO REVEALS THE PRAYER TIMES THEY HAD WITH RONALD REGAN.  American entertainer Pat Boone paid tribute to George Otis Sr., who died recently at the age of 90, calling him "The Electric Man." 

In an exclusive interview before the Memorial Service for George Otis Sr., held on Saturday, July 28, at the Church on the Way in Van Nuys, California, Pat Boone spoke about the role this extraordinary man played in his life. 

"There's never been a guy like George Otis Sr.," he began, "Well I take that back; George was like Joshua in the Bible, with his fearless determination to believe God and to do what God wanted, regardless of what any naysayer's said, or any circumstances or appearances. 

"I always called George 'The Electric Man' because he actually vibrated and trembled if you took his hand to pray. When you held his hand you would never forget it because you could feel the voltage there. It was because he was 'plugged' into the greatest power in the universe and he was a better conduit than most." 

Praying with Ronald Regan 

Boone then recalled an extraordinary event with Ronald Reagan. 

     
  Ronald Reagan  

"I remember when we once prayed with Ronald Reagan in the governor's mansion in Sacramento," he said. "At this time, nobody was talking about Reagan running for President but, as we were praying, George interrupted the prayer and he took hold of Reagan's hand and I know Reagan was feeling the 'voltage.' George then began to prophesy and suddenly said, 'My son, I'm well pleased with you. If you will continue to walk uprightly before Me, as you have, you will live at sixteen-hundred Pennsylvania Avenue.' 

"We were so stunned at the audacity of this, but George said it like a prophet does whenever God gives him a message. When we finished the time of prayer, we all looked at Ronald Reagan and he was glassy-eyed. He then said: 'Well that was something' -- he didn't know what else to say. 

"But, of course, he did become president and now is being considered as one of the greatest we've ever had, and that was largely because of his sense of call from God and as well as his spiritual leadership and his political acumen. 

"George I know had his finger in the plug and because of that he was receiving power." 

How Pat Boone received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

Pat Boone then spoke about how George Otis prayed with him in January of 1969 to receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

"I had already read about, heard about, and prayed for the filling of the Holy Spirit but I didn't feel that it had happened," Boone said. "So I went to George's house one evening and he led me through a confession of faith; turning everything in my life over to The Lord that had displaced Him, then asking forgiveness and then asking Him to fill me with His Spirit -- His 'holy breath.' 

     
  from the CBN website  
"Then George said to me, 'Pat, do you believe that He's filled you with His Spirit?' I replied, 'Well, I believe He does what we ask and what He says He wants to do.' He then said, 'Well then, thank Him, but not in English.' I was self conscious, but George immediately began praying in tongues and I was envious, but I didn't know how to do that. I was sort of stammering saying, 'Thank You Lord. I praise you Lord,' and he said, 'No, Pat, not in English.' 

"He then said, 'Sing it,' and all of a sudden it clicked and made sense. I'm a singer so I could at least make a tone that I thought was Hebraic. I didn't intend to sing something Hebraic and I didn't know those syllables that were forming, but I just let it happen, and I kept supplying the breath, the air and the tone. Then God took it and turned it into a song of praise, perhaps in Hebrew, and part of me was standing back observing this. 

"I was thinking, 'I didn't make that up; I didn't initiate that knowingly; that was God.' I gave Him my voice and my heart and now He was turning it into something that was pleasing to Him. The Bible says, 'The Holy Spirit prays for us and makes groanings that we don't know how to utter or express.' So I received the Holy Spirit singing!" 

Kicked out of his denomination 

Boone then revealed that his Baptism in the Holy Spirit led to be being kicked out of his church. 

"As we began to tell people about this fullness of the Holy Spirit, and the gifts of the Spirit, which we were experiencing in our own family group, we would take this to our church -- the Inglewood Church of Christ -- with us," he said. "I soon found out that it ran counter to their doctrine. So, for a year, I submitted to instruction and discussion with the elders. I was a deacon at the time and they wanted to 'straighten me out' and I was willing to be straightened out if I was in someway wrong. 

"I wasn't assuming that I had it all together but, as we discussed this for a year, one of the leaders said, 'Pat, we keep pointing you to these scriptures about "seeing through a glass darkly" and "that which is perfect is come" and you "we're not perfected," and also that "These things will pass away." They leaders kept telling me that the New Testament was 'the perfect law of God,' and would add, 'So now, we don't need those Holy Spirit gifts.' 

"That was their doctrine, but I pointed out that Paul said, 'I speak in tongues more than all of you.' I told them that, in my opinion, the Apostle Paul knew more about God's will than any of us. So we went through all of this and I was never contentious with them." 

But the discussions were going nowhere and Boone said that, after a year, the church declared Pat and his wife Shirley, no longer members. 

"By now, we'd heard about the Church on the Way in Van Nuys which, at that time, had less than a hundred members, but Shirley's sisters were already going there from the First Baptist of Van Nuys, which was up the street," he said. "They told us how wonderful the worship was and so our kids came with us and, once we were disfellowshipped from the Inglewood Church of Christ, we began attending the Church on the Way. 

"George Otis played an extremely instrumental part in what I believe was our transition from sort of a 'black and white Christianity,' to a 'full colored Technicolor wide-screen kind of dimension Christianity,' where we can expect the Lord to do the kind of miraculous things that He did throughout the whole Bible. 

"In fact, as I said to the elders at church before we were disfellowshipped, 'You know; there's no God described in the Bible except a miracle-working God who can change anything in answer to his children's prayers. If he can make the sun stand still for twenty-four hours in the space of a day; if He can if He can make the shadow go back on the sun dial eight degrees; if He can raise the dead; if He can part the Red Sea, than He can do anything we ask and He never said He wouldn't. In fact, Jesus said, "Ask anything in My name and, if you believe, you'll receive it and that has not been transcended. 

"And, of course George, being a very smart practical businessman, had done all of this reasoning way before me, and he helped me to get the doctrine straighter. None of us has it all straight, because even Peter and Paul disagreed. But we've moved on." 

Pat Boone concluded by saying, "George Otis was a mighty general and he's receiving his oak leaf clusters and his stars and his crown and this is a time of celebration. He was a mighty man of God who we will all miss." 

Memorial Service 

Several hundred family and friends gathered at the Church on the Way in Van Nuys, California, on Saturday, July 28, to celebrate the life of George Otis Sr., who founded High Adventure Ministries, best known for operating what was the first Christian radio station in the Middle East to preach the Gospel and play country music. 

The Voice of Hope radio ministry was founded by George Otis in 1979 and began broadcasting in South Lebanon in an embattled area. What started as a small radio station, evolved into a global broadcasting network with bases throughout the world. When George Otis retired in 1999, Jackie Mitchum Yockey was appointed as the executive in charge of taking the ministry into the new millennium. 

Otis, a former aerospace executive, died at the age of 90 in his sleep on Sunday, July 22, at his home in Murrieta, California, but his pioneering work continues and the evangelical Voice of Hope has since expanded beyond the Middle East and can be heard via shortwave radio on almost every continent. 

     
Shirley and Pat Boone share memories of Geroge Otis Sr., at the Memorial Service  
He is survived by his wife of 55 years, Virginia, his sons George Otis, Jr., and Don Otis and three surviving daughters, Kay Smith, April Otis McCallum and Heather Tayloe. 

Those participating in the memorial service included the Rev. Fred Johnson, who worked alongside Otis for many years, Pat and Shirley Boone, "Big" John Hall and eulogies were given by four of his five children:- Don Otis, April Otis McCallum, Heather Tayloe and George Otis, Jr. The blessing was given by the Rev. Roger Story. 

The family has requested that memorial donations go to The Sentinel Group care of the George K. Otis, Sr. Memorial Fund and the address to send donations is: The Sentinel Group, P.O. Box 6334, Lynwood, WA 98036, USA.  Contact: April Otis McCallum for questions or comments.

Note: An MP3 audio file of this interview with Pat Boone is available for broadcast from Dan Wooding at danjuma1@aol.com. Please give details of your radio station or network when you write. 



